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SCRIPTURAL 


DISPLAYED IN A 


| Sex mon, &. 


RoMANS ix. Verſe 21}. 


Hath not the Potter power over the clay of the ſame Iump, to 
mute one veſſel to honour, another to d1ſhonour ? 


his countrymen and brethren, according to the fleſh, had 
— plunged themſelves, through unbelief, in not accepting 
the only and true way to their eternal reſt, the Shiloah 


CO: PAUL, under a deep ſenſe of the miſery into which 


promiſed to their fathers, was in grief for them; and in the be- 


ginning. of this chapter, expreſſeth himſelf, that the Holy 
Ghoſt bore him witneſs, that he had great heavineſs and con- 
tinual ſorrow of heart. Nay he found the defire of their con- 
verſion ſo great, that he could wiſh himſelf accurſed fo that they 
might be bleſſed. For,” faith he, I could wiſh that my- 
„ ſelf were accurſed from Chriſt, for my brethren, my kinſ- 
men, according to the fleſh.” What love did he bear to the 


ſouls of his brethren ! What eager deſire, and continual ftriv- 
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ſelf. *5* Yet now, if thou wilt, forgive their fins ; and if not, 


6 

St. Paul goes on, and inſerts the previledges of the Jewiſh 
Church,. That they had the keeping of the law, and all the 
cexemonies *and types, (which Got ordaiged,) of him whom 
they ho rejected.; and who inſiſted to hold the — and 


pineſs. And thus they would have their own will and way, 
merely 70 their works, when God had appointed another way, 
even by Chriſt. He ſtriveth to convincè them by the words 
of God, after he had been ſhtewing, that it was alone by the 
promiſed ſeed that they could find mercy : -** therefore hath he 
* mercy on whom he will have mergy, and whom he will he 


| hath over his creature to fix the terms of ſalvation, ſeeing he 
knew what would be beſt, and by which way alone we could 
be ſaved. He faith, Hath not the Potter power over the 
** ſamelump of clay, to make one veſſel to honour, another 
to diſhonour.? ** That is, hath not God, who is the crea- 
tor of man, and againſt whom man rebelled, and thereby for- 
feited his favour, an abſolute fight, the alone and able judge, 


creature man; and make thoſe who accept his terms of recon- 
ciliation,: veſſels of honour, or veſſels on whom he will have 
mercy; and thoſe who refuſed his terms of reconciliation, veſ- 
ſels of diſhonour, or veſſels whom he hardeneth ? according 
1 to that rule of our bleſſed Redeemer, ** He that believeth and 


% damned.“ And that we may ſee this more Marks we will, 
as God has giver us light, conſider more particular. 
- Firſt, the terms that God hath appointed to make veſſels 

of honour.” Secondly, how, and to what end, any are made 
veſſels of honour. Thirdly, how, and to what end, any are 
made veſſels of diſhonour. | | 


a þ 


And 


(6 bl t ö : ; . . . A | 
r 


let go the ſubſtance ; and inſiſt on this to be the way to hap- 


* hardeneth.” "Theyſeem ſtill to:refuſe God's appointment; 
therefore the Apoſtle inſiſts upon the abſolute perogative God 


how to fix terms of reconciliation between him and his rebellious 


is baptized, [ſhall be ſaved; and he that believeth not, ſhall be 
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And firſt, what terms hath God appointed for the ros & 
Hation of man who had forfeited his favour, to reconcile” Him 9 
to himſelf ? In order to vie this, we will take a ſurvey o 

| in his fallen ſtate. Man, who was made by a holy Gd. 

mult be made holy and happy; but having offended his God, © + 


in breaking his law, we find he that was filled with love and 

ratitude, and had communion with his. God, filled. with 
ſhame; and flew from that God which, but juſt before, 
found it his only happineſs to commune with : inſtead of 
love, view his revenge. Haſt thou eaten of the tree which I 


& commanded thee not? He directly ſtrives to excuſe himſelf,, 


y throwing the blame on the woman: as though he had ſaid, 
e was the inſtrument, puniſh her. View his ingratitude. 
He that before was thanking his God for all his mercies, flings 
them again with defiance in his face. * The woman 
that thou gaveſt me, gave me, and I did eat. There was 
not only a fault in the woman but likewiſe in thee, for 
giving her to me. The woman that thou gaveſt me, gave 
me, and J did eat.“ In fact hgfell directly into the nature 
of Satan, of that once morning ſtar, but through diſobedience, 
a Devil: he that was once good, but now evil. God faid, 
| © Taſte not of that tree of knowledge of good and evil.“ Adam 
diſobeyed; and at once drank into the ſpirit of that once good, 
but now evil ſpirit, into this condition is man fallen: and in- 
_ deed without diſcerning of good: for behold him, from whom 
all good proceeded, now rejected, and he flies from him: for 
the natural man diſcerneth not the things of the ſpirit, 
Man in a fallen ſtate, doth not ſee any beauty in the 
things of God; for his heart is earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh. 
Thus it was with our firſt parent: it is from him that we- 
receive all our fallen condition, For it is written, he begat a 
ſon in his own likeneſs ; he is not only blind, but full of fin, 
from the crown of the head to the ſole of the foot : has no 
ſoundneſs, but is full of wounds and putrified ſores : all his 
e and deſires unholy: for man is prone to evil as the 
ſparks fly upwards, and conſequently unhappy. For there is 
no peace, ſaith my God, to the wicked; they are like a trou- 
bled ſea, foaming up mire and dirt; no deſire for happineſs, 
which if he had, he has no ſtrength to make himſelf happy, 
being governed of the ſpirit of unhappineſs, which continually 
was carrying him captive unto fin and death, and without a. 
friend to ſave or help him: and who indeed could? ſeeing none 
but the infinite God was the injued party. Man had broken the 
righteous law, and thereby incurred the juſt curſe of God. Bo 
| 7 66 2 


3 
4 ſed is every one who continues not, in all things, to fulfill 
* the law.” His wrath lay heavy on him. Here is the differ- 
ence between the creature and the creator: the one, through 
his traigreſhon, full of pollution; the other, the Lord of glory, 
full of holineſs. Such was the caſe then between man and his 
creator, when God found out a means, or terms, of reconci- 
hation, that man, that was cut off from the fountain of holi- 
nefs and happinefs, might be again brought near, by the blood 
. of the Lamb, and take down that partition wall that was be- 
tween God and Man. He gives the promiſe, ** The ſeed of 
the Woman ſhould bruiſe the Serpent's head.” Who was 
- this ſeed ? The prophet Iſaiah tells us, . Unto us a child is 
„born; a fon is given; and the government ſhall be on his 
& ſhoulders ; and his name ſhall be called wonderful counſellor ; 
* the mighty God; the everlaſting Father; the Prince of 
“ Peace.” —— His office was to bruiſe the Serpent's head, 
or power; to bruiſe under his feet, the power Satan had 
over man; and by his ſuffering, reconcile man unto God. 
He was promiſed to be a light to enlighten the Gentiles, and a 
glory to his people Iſrael. As fin reigns in the fleſh, God was 
made manifeſt in the fleſh, to deſtroy the works of the Devil. 
God the word, that ſpoke all things into being, entered into a 
body. A body, faith the Pſalmiſt, ſpeaking by the ſpirit; haſt 
thou prepared me? St. John faith, the word was made fleſh, 
and dwelt among us. He is come to fulfill the law; and is the 
Lord our righteouſneſs ; and to be cut off; not for himſelf; 
hut. Iſaiah faith, by his ſtripes are we healed ; and in him God is 
well pleaſed. When he offered his hfe a ranſom for our fins, 
he cried, it is fini/hed. Thus he redeemed us by his precious 
blood : brought us, that were afar off, near, by the blood of 
the Lamb. Behold, here is a reconciler compleat in all things. 
Man broke an holy law; the God Man fulfilled it in every 
point. Man thereby injured juſtice; the God Man ſatisfied 
it in his own body on the tree. Man is 33 unholy. 
He purchaſed the fpirit of the Holy Ghoft to fanctify man 
throughout, in body, foul, and ſpirit. Here then is the means 
which God hath ordained, and reconciled man again unto him- 
felf. This is the way which he hath before ordained, as a 
reconciliation between God and man; having predeſtinated, or 
afore ordained, from the foundation of the world, that whoſo- 
ever would cdme unto him, through Chriſt the hving way, 
ſhould in no ways be caſt out: which brings me, fecondly, to 


' - confider how, who, and to what end, any are made veſſels 


to honour. And firſt, who are made veſſels to honour ? 
1 | | Sinners 


1 1 1 


Sinners againſt God; thoſe on whom the wrath of God was 
revealed. For, faith the Apoſtle, we were all children of wrath 
by nature, as well as others: but we that were ſtrangers to the 
- eovenant of promiſe, without bope, and without God in the 
world, being in the common meſs of , mankind, but now 


brought near and choſen out of the world. But how 


are they choſen ? St. Peter anſwers the queſtion, through 
belief of the truth ; God having ſet before them life and death; 
| ſhewn them the only way; which St. Peter faith was fore or- 
ned from the foundation of the world, that whoſoever be- . 
lived in him ſhould have everlaſting life. They have taken 
heed to the counſel of God, and not refiſted it againſt their own 
ſouls. They believe in him who juſtificth the ungodly, and 
are ſons of God, and joint heirs with Jeſus Chrift. Thus are 
they elected or choſen, (the only way that God had ordained 
from the foundation of the worl F through the belief of the 
truth ; having thus made known to them the myſtery of his 
will, according to his good pleaſure, which he ordered from 
the foundation of the world, that whoſoever believeth ſhall be 
faved, in him, whom he had ordained to be a Prince and a Sa- 
viour; and thus being predeſtinated, choſen, or elected, through 
faith in him, according to the purpoſe of him who worketh all 
after the counſel of his own will, that we ſhould be to the praiſe 
of his glory, who firſt truſted or believed in Chriſt. Thus having 
firſt truſted or believed in Chriſt, we were then choſen, ac- 
cording to his own counſel, that he madeknown to our firſt pa- 
rent; the ſeed of the Woman ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's head. 
But ſecondly ; To what end are any made veſſels of flonour? 
What was the purpoſe of his counſel? The Saviour came to 
purify all thoſe that had, or ſhould accept of Gods ſalvation; 
in order to make them meet to dwell with him for ever. For 
this intent likewiſe the Saviour came, not only to fulfill the 
law for us, and juſtify us unto his Father, but hath purchaſed 
the comforter, (the Holy Ghoſt,) who came to as many as 
believed, according to his purpoſe, Repent and be baptized 
for the remiſſion of your fins, and ye ſhall receive the Holy 
Ghoſt,” whoſe office is to purify us, (that were polluted by 
evil works) a peculiar people, zealous of good works. For we 
are his workmanſhip, created anew in Chriſt Jeſus, to good 
works, which God hath fore ordained that we ſhould walk in 
them. So that God had predeſtinated from the foundation bf 
the world, not only the alone means, whereby man, that was 
loſt through transgreſſion, ſhould be reconciled by Chriſt, the 
fon of his boſom, but all that would accept of theſe his m_ 


# 9 
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2 falvation, ſhould be purified throu hont, in body, foul; 1 wid 
rit, according as he hath choſen us in him, before the fun- 
Kren of the world; that we ſhould be holy, and without blanie 
before him in love. For indeed, preteen what Would it 4 
- yail us, if Chriſt, who is our head, had only fall filled the law, 
and ſatisfied juſtice, if the righteouſhe $ of. the law were Hot 
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the fleſh but after 1 
If we had been to be left polluted ſtill, and eget By could 
never enter that pure PSs where no unhely, unclean perſon, 
can enter; for neither ſpot nor wrinkle, can enter chere: 
| this is che promiſe, ah 
_ ** ſerpent's head; that power he had over, and in man 
So that when the ſtrong man, a 1 * 8 On out by the {6 
of the woman, he ſpoils his go 5 $9098 thus makes us meet to 
dwell with him for ever. wil is the laſt end fox 
which we are made veſſels of honour, that ve ; night bathe : 
the bright beam of his glory for ever; finging H alletgjatis toG 
and the Lamb; drinking for eyer of that riyer that flows 
115 right Hand; being brought here by, His blood, we fh: 
lkewiſe enj oy the fruit of our labours, which he Harti worke 
in us: which brings me, thirdly, to confi der How, and; to 
what end, any are made le veſſel o aide Ind fitſt; it 
hath been ſhewn, the onl way that God. - who, 1 rhe teu. 
is veiled under the Pe Oe itude of a Potter, 
et ee to make veſſels of honour, or on whom He Wulf 1 
have mercy: Therefore, whoſoever elimbeth up by, any o- 
6 ther way, is a thief and a robber. Thie. apc rare 
all they, who ſeek juſtification by the deeds of the law ; who. 
run in all the ordinances, and think thereby to be juſtified ; - who 
have for their hope a ſandy foundation: T have; been no ex- 
tortioner, no unjuſt perſon that looks back upon a well ſpent 
life, having been no drunkard, no ſwearer, no lar, no, 
ſabbath '*.Fg ; T have lived a ſober. life from my; youth : 
ſurely theſe virtues will make an entrance for me my that 
heavenly . nay theſe things I have done: all this in 
thy name: I appeal to thee, who art the anche F. of the | 
heait : done wonderful things in thy name : caſt pr devils; 
theſe devliſh. outward fins "Thich thoſe e hufe ve” rai 
into: on thoſe then I. depend to be admitted. Mind, the 
anſwer : © I know ye not: depart from me Workers of 
* iniquity,” Or if indeed it were poſſible to climb in b by this 
Way, into the marriage feaſt of the Lamb, he would ſoon dif- 
cover him in his own filthy garment— Then What wotild be 


the ſentence ? ? 4 Bind him neck and heels, and cat ay into 
„outer 


for 


ſeed of tlie woman ſhall droits the 


— * F — 


teeth. It is true, ſinner, thou h 


2 
* 
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truth in the inner man. He 


[9] 5 

4 guter darkneſs, where ſhall be weeping, and gnaſhing of 
© | * ſhell, and it is fair, 
but alas | the kernel is rotten Thou haſt the outſide of 2 


chiſtian, but alas! thou haſt a proud, .covetous, envious, 


angry heart; and theſe av N rule there. God requireth 

uth, my ſon give me thy heart; 
but no ſooner than a temptation comes, thou gives thy heart 
to it; and yet thou thinks thou art right, becauſe thou 
haſt the outſide of religion. But alas! here is the fatal miſ- 


take; tis here the ſtrong man arm'd reigns : and doſt thou, 


by running in the ordinances, think to caſt him out, and thus 
to bruiſe his power.? Thou haſt been ſtriving long enough in 
vain God knoweth, and he well knew it in the beginning; there- 
fore he predeſtinated, that the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe 
the ſerpent's head. Thus then, do all thoſe, that depend on their 
works for juſtification, or any part of it, ſet afide the counſel 


of God againſt their own fouls, diſallowing the chief corner 


ftone, and ſeek death in the error of their ways; and thus, 
like the Jews of old, will have their own way, and are by this, 
marr'd m making in the great potter's hands : and though he 
would have made'them veſſels of honour, (How often would 


I have gathered you as a hen gathereth her chickens, but ye 


„would not,“) they ftill have refiſted his ſtrivings, and have 
thereby accounted themſelves unworthy of eternal life, veſſels 
of diſhonour, whoſe end is to be burned. But ſecondly, there 
are others who think we need not make ſo great ado about reli- 
gion; that God is a merciful God; thoſe run into all manner 
of uncleanneſs, with greedineſs; the more they give way to 
ſin, the more hardened they are in ſin: and though the ſpirit 
is ſtriving to convince them of fin, they reſiſt it, and are fitting 
themſelves for deſtruction, and are thoſe from whom the Lord 
withdraweth his fpirit, (“My ſpirit ſhall not always ſtrive 
„with man,“) conſequently are hardened. But there are 
others who, when they knew God, worſhip him not has God, 
whereby their fooliſh hearts became darkened, while they 
dream they were all right, becauſe they once knew God, though 
now commit all uncleanneſs with greedineſs, and cry it 1s the 
fleſh, and it will ſin. Thoſe, becauſe of their wickedneſs, 
God hath given them over to a reprobate mind, firſt to make 
and then to believe a lie; thus are made veſſels whoſe end like- 


wiſe, is to dwell with devils : all thoſe have been heaping upon 


themſelves wrath againſt the day of wrath ; and before they 
arrive to that place of torment, been thus fitting themſelves for 
it; this being the end for which they are hardened. Here the 

e Ve 2 B = ſeducer 
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ſeducer with the ſeduced, here the whoremonger with his eom- 
panion, the unclean perſon, and thoſe hypocritical deceived, 
will aggravate one the others torments, by foaming one againſt 
the other: Thou waſt the cauſe of my coming into this 
6 place of torment.” Oh!] how vating will be the cir-. / 
cumſtances i Well might Dives deſire his brothers, com 
ions in iniquity, ſhould not come to that place of torment, _ / 
leaft his ſcene of miſery ſhould be aggravated by their being 
with him, and crying continually in his ears, thou waſt the 
1 * cauſe of our being here. fade ee ee 
| . But now brethren, what may be learned from the whole? 


why, that when man had ſold himſelf for nothing, God found 
out a way for him that was chained in darkneſs and miſery for 
' ever, again to enjoy life and happineſs ; and the way that he 
; hath found out is compleat in all things. For as Adam, by his 
tranſgreſſion, brought all manner of corruption and ſin, death 5 
temporal and death eternal, ſo the way that he hath ordained, 
(even Jeſus of Nazareth,) hath purchaſed a total aboliſhing 
of all ſin, and life eternal and reſurrection for the body. Thus 
the purchaſe of Chriſt hath a pre- eminence over the fall in all 
things. So that whoſoever cometh unto God by faith in him, 
are juſtified from all things which they could not be juſtified 
by the deeds of the law. We learn, ſecondly, it is then, and = 
not before they thus believe, that they are elected according to 
this purpoſe, that they are then predeſtinated according to his 
foreknowledge, being elected through the belief of the truth. 
„For,“ faith St. Paul, we were by nature the children of 
“ wrath as well as others; which they never could have 
been, if their perſons were ordained to be ſaved before the 
world began. It was after they believed, that they were ſealed 
unto the day of eternal redemption, and not before. Thus 
through the belief of the truth, were they made veſſels of ho- 
nour. And laſtly, whoſoever rejected the way that God had 
ordained, the only way that God hath predeſtinated, and be- 
lieveth not, are made veſſels of diſhonour, or veſſels whom 
God hardeneth. ee! e e 
But reader, art thou one of thoſe who hath accep- 
ted the offer of that ſalvation predeſtinated from the foundation 
of the world, that the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe the ſer- 
ent's head, and choien according, to his purpoſe, through the 
elief of the truth? then, happy ſoul | I congratulate thee for 
being born heit to the kingdom, heir of God, and joint heir 
with Jeſus Chriſt. | 1 1 10 
Oh ] che previledge of becoming the ſon of God ! to rejoice 
= ; Wo evermore, 


J 
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_ ; 


thereby account 


evermore, and in every — give thanks; having yout 
eye ſingle, that your whole body may be full of light: come 
life, come death, come riches or poverty, thou art rich in 


_ Chriſt, in thy ſhop or elſewhere ; thy eye is fixed on that once 
eruciſied, but now exalted Jeſus, in whom dwells the fulneſs 


of the Godhead; who through the ſpirit echoes back to thee, 
„Servant of God, well done, and 1 will tell thee what fol- 


los. — Be faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 


life ; app y-in' life, happy in death, and happy in eternity. Oh! 
the heigh { the RE the length, and — of the love of 
God, which paſſeth knowledge, dee. 
Others who wiſh for this ſalvation, but tremble to lay hold 
on the hope of glory, are looking at their own depravity, and 
emſelves unworthy of eternal life. Why 
unworthy ? He came to ſeek and ſave thoſe who ſaw. themſelves 
loft.” Thou art one, ſays the bleſſed Redeemer ; look not to 
thy condemned ſelf, but look to me, and be thou ſaved from 
all things which thou couldeſt not, by the deeds of the law. 
Sinner, canſt thou ſuppoſe thy redeeming God, would defire 


to keep thee one moment in miſery ? He wants thee to come 


boldly: to the throne of grace, and lay hold of the hope ſet be- 
fore thee,” ſo that thou might enjoy the foretaſte of the king- 
dom. Let not a moment paſs, but lay hold of the horns of 
the altar, the bleeding Jeſus, and thou at once art paſſed from 
_ unto life, and wilt feel that joy unſpeakable which is full 
of glory. | 
But I pity thoſe who reje& God's ſalvation, and are hewing 
out to themſelves ciſterns, broken ciſterns, that can hold no 
water. Lord, what ſhall T write to this man? write that there is 
no other name given under heaven whereby thou canſt be ſaved, 
but by the promiſed ſeed, the crucified God. Examine your 
works, ſee in the midſt of thy ſecret prayer, or at the com- 
memoration of his dying love ; how hath thy thoughts becn 
carried on thy money, buſineſs, or elſewhere? God faith, 
my r worſhip me with their lips, when their hearts 
** are far from me, which is abominable in my fight, a ſtink 
in my noſtrils.” And doſt thou think to be juſtified before 
God by thoſe ſins ? Oh firs, put off your filthy rags, walk then 
toward mount Calvery, to meet that man, whoſe garments are 
dyedred, fall on that dying love, and thou ſhalt find true reſt to 
thy ſoul, and enjoy the previledges which the goſpel ſet forth. 
But oh, what a labyrinth am I now involved in, when I 
come to you who are heaping up wrath againſt the day of wrath ! 


Art thou ſecking riches, or haſt thou obtained it, and made it 
* | _ thy 
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= thy God? What uſe is it of to thee ? Thou canſt have but 
FF  - food and raiment, and art ſtill without hope or God in the 
1 | world; without the tiches of Chriſt, which leads to the glo- 
__ rious riches of eternity; Oh, alike with thoſe i who are wal | 
J Jowing in drunkeneſs, and other wickedneſs, in the high places 
=. of their hearts. What could he do more for you than hat 
= he hath done ? Left his throne, came to this earth; and was 
ſpit on by the creature which he had made; crucified and gave „ 
wp the ghoſt, in order to fave you from eternal deſtruction; 
= and faith, ** Come unt6.me all ye that are weary of fin, and I 
_ „will give you eaſe; though your ſins were as ſcarlet, --I will 
FE - make them as wool ; if as crimſon, as white as ſnow. Nay, _ - 
ö ( chy fins ſhall he as a ſtone that is caſt into the depth of the ſea 
the remembrance of them ſhall come up no more before n. 
Sinner, will thou ſtill reſiſt his council againſt thy own ſoul, | | 
and thereby account thyſelf unworthy of eternal life ? Oh let 1 
me perſwade thee to forſake fin ; cloſe in with thy redeeming 
God, and reign with him tor ever. "Thus hath God predeſti- 
; nated from the beginning of the world, ſalvation to man, by 
the ſon of his love, that whoſoever would believe Thould be 
| ſaved ; or whoſoever would not, ſhould be condemned; which 
condemnation the Lord is always ready to ſave you from. He 
; cries, Ho! every one that will, let him come and drink . 
43 << of the water of life freely, without money or price; which 
WW God grant may be, reader, thy lot. cn þ 


# \ 
1 N 
p * * 
4 5 
* 
i 
; 1 
„ „ 4,4 
g 7 G 
£42 og. 4* 4 
© S3* 3 6d 
* . - 
j „ 
* 3 4 
* 1 * . z 
— « 
2 
LIES 
LTD : 
þ , - 
i | , 
[ ; 
N £ : 
8 \ 


i : | -7 nl 
1 oe 
2 5 | 
= $ 5 < 
9 | S r 
ns 2.4.8 
A Q 
= © MES - 
h Zo A 
| | | 
. 3 
. R = 
| | & 
_— a. 


a 


— , . 9 I OO Se 


* 


7 


n N 6 4 4 5 A „ 
* 5 ' : 
* \ WS * - 
* 
* 1 
» 
” 
* 0 
. , 3 
— 
. 
” 
” I y 
” 
a . 
= ” 1 
— : a 
' 
U 
= 
. 
— 
. 
* F * * Dd va o 
„ 7 * = E 
5 f x 5 
f | 
* 4 - 
7 . 
S o 
® - 
* 
} A ” ” 
* 5 
„ Y D os — * - 
% 
. 
* 
, 
jr 
. n 
© * i 
. ” \ 1 , 
” 
1 
* — ” ” 
* pci * o 4 0% 
4 
oy 1 . + 
— 4 
* 
| ; * 
: 
* a a : 
7 » 
Cm . * * N — „ -' Avis © * . a4 
* 
* 
* * - 4 
* Þ 
8 * 4 * 4 * 
* l 
* 
4 aur . K . Ss. urn 12, 
* 
D * 
— \ 
. * 


* 


* 
* 
7 
ai 
- 
of 


o 
* 
f 1 
, 98 Is - * , 
4 £ Fs G 
' '; 34 
- * 


LETTER to a BROTHER. 


a 


7 


BROTHE R; 


8 I N.C E my arrival in London, conſidering the many 


converſations we had in Devonſhira, and having enquired 


de reaſon. how men are blinded from the truth, had this an- 


ſwer revolve into my mind; becauſe they have imbibed ſome 


darling principle which they cannot bear to part with, and 
which intirely blinds them to it: ſo that at any time, when 


the truth ſtrikes on their mind, their received opinion will not 


ſuffer them to conſider it, and conſequently it is rejected by 


them. And in order to blind them ſtill more, inſtead of 
calmly conſidering or pondering on the truth, when it ſtrikes 
on their minds, they are ſearching from books or men, what 
they can gather to ſupport them in their Delilah opinions 


This have ſeen both in Jew and Chriſtian ſo called. 


| Thoſe who thus reje& the method of God's Alration, and 


would eſtabliſh ſomewhat in its ſtead, I would anſwer by St. 
Paul's words, Hath not the 7 over his own clay, 
c 


of the ſame lump, to make one veſſel to honour, and another 
to diſhonour? Hath he not a right to fix terms of ſalva- 
tion, between himſelf and his creature man? And thoſe who 
will not accept thoſe terms of ſalvation, after repeated warnings, 


to harden, to condemn, to make them veſſels of diſhonour ; 


while thoſe who do accept of his terms, to cheriſh, and make 
veſſels to honour ; and in this there is no unrighteouſneſs with 
God. He {et before tliem life and death; perſwaded them to 
chuſe that way that he had predeſtinated from the foundation 
of the world to life ; and thoſe who thus accepted of his me- 
thod of falvation, he foreſaw, or foreordained, or predeſtina- 
ted to eternal life; while thoſe who would not, he foreſaw, 


or foreordained,  or.predeftinated to eternal death: for this was 


his 


— 


9 — — ——— 
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„ 


ee ſhould. be loſt. in Farcondained 


| ſhould be damned, while all who believeth ſhall be ſaved. And 
this is likewiſe the purpoſe of his election, as St. Peter explains 


it: they were elected through the belief of the truth; not be- 
fore they believed, but through the belief of the truth: this is 


God's election, and what he predeſtinated from the founda- | 


F 


tiok of the world ; that he that believerh ſhall be faved ; and 


| he that believeth not, ſhall be damned. 


If you aſk, did not God foreſee who of mankind would be 
ſaved or damned? I would anſwer by his own words on ano- 
ther occaſion; the children of Iſrael have built the high places 
of Tophet, in the valley of the ſons of Hinnom, to burn their 
children therein, which I commanded them not, neither came 


it into my heart, Now can we ſuppoſe, God did not foreſee that 


the children of Iſrael would burn their children as a facrafice to 
ſtrange Gods? But he declares it never entered his mind. 
Then did God forefee that this or that man would be loft ? I 
anſwer that it never entered his eternal mind, that that man 
would have rejected his counſel againſt his own foul ; therefore 
he ſet before him life and death, intreats him to chuſe Hfe, pro- 
mifeth him great thingsif he doth accept his terms of ſalvation, 
and threatens him if he will not; and after all his endeavours, 
the man ſtill reſiſting him, he mourns over him, how ſhall 


Eve thee up © Ephraim ? How often would I have gathered 


as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, but thou 


 wouldeſt not Could we ſuppoſe the infinite Jehovah, would 


ſo trifling to ſet before that man life, and intreat him to 
chuſe that which he foreſaw, or foreordained, he never ſhould 
ergo ? No, it never entered his mind, that that finner would 
reje& his love, or God would not have taunted his creature in 
ſuch a manner, by offering him that hfe which he had foreor- 
dained he never ſhould obtain ; there is no ſuch unrighteouſ- 
neſs in God: God hath declared that he willeth not the death 


of a finner, but rather that he would turn and live. and declares 


that he is no reſpector ofperſons—his word is ſufficient for me. 
No let us lay prejudice afide, and weigh impartially the 
truth as it is in Jeſus, and I know in every needful point, (if 
we refiſt it not,) God will open our minds io receive it. We 
find the three that bear record in heaven in the beginning, crea- 
ting the heavens and tlie earth; Elo-him the Gods, (the word 


is plural,) ſaying in council, let us make man in our image: 
and yet again it᷑ is ſaid, God created man in his own” image; 
it is a myſtery that no creature can comprehend; behold the 


man 


152 


man is become like one of us. I cannot cotnprekerid God, 


NCC 
"nt n, the Angel's tydings to. Joſeph was, that he ſhould 

ſave his people from their fins. Upon 7 .I conclude, 
that none dare claim the children of men to be his people, or 
forgive or ſave them from ſin, but the infinite Jehovah. This 
the poor Jews ſaw clearly, when they ſaid, none but Jehovali 
I have impartially read the 18 and 19 chapters of Geneſis, and 
as clearly fee the three that bear record in heaven, who are one 
(as clear as I ſee the light at noon · day) revealed on earth to 
Abmham; and yet how it ſhould be, that one ſhould be three, 
to me is a myſtery I cannot comprehend God am told the 
Lord appeared to Abraham in the plains of Mamre, and he 
looked, and lo, three men ſtood by him; he ran to meet 
them, bowed hunſelf in worſflip, and faid, my Lord : theſe 
were the three that bear record in heaven, Jehovah. Abraham 
muſt worſhip none but God, if he had, they would have re- 
buked him. And they ſaid unto him, where is Sarah thy wife; 
Abraham anfwered in the tent: and he ſaid, I will return unto 

thee actording to the time of life, and Sarah thy wife, ſhall 
have a ſon. How clear the three in one! What myſtery is 
revealed in theſe two chapters! The Lord faid, 1 will go 
down to Sodom, and the men turned and went toward So- 
dom: only obſerve this; one ſtays to commune with Abraham, 
_ while the other two go forward. Theſe enter Sodom, find Lot 
in the gate of the city, ſtay with him to ſee him ſafe out, haſten 
him on his journey; but Lot ſtops ſhort, and addreſſes thoſe 
two as one, (for Zoat, the little city:) Now thy ſervant hath 
found grace in thy ſight, and thou haſt magnified thy mercy— 
Theſe two as one, grant his requeſt. And to carry on his 

work, : {which puzzleth the wiſe,) the third that was left 

comimeuning with Abraham, is faid to be aſcended into 


. 8 heaven 


£7 

heaven: for thus faith the hiſtory, then Jehovah (the cw] 
that was communing with Lot) rained upon Sodom and Go- 

morrha, brimftone and fire from Jehovah (who was aſcended 
from Abraham) out of heaven: * It is ſufficient to convince 
me, that there is three that bear record in heaven, and that 
thoſe three are one. As to the word perſon, by which we 
- convey, our idea one to another, I would not contend for it a 
moment, becauſe I do not find it in the bible; but the three 
that bear record in heaven, the Father, Word, and Spirit, 
and theſe three are one, I find interfperſed through the whole. 
1 read in the beginning that the word was God, and from 
the fall was ſtiled the Son of God, in reference to his being 
made fleſh for the redemption of man: after this he takes on 
him the form of a man; he appeared to Abraham in Mamre ; - 
and again in a viſion, faying fear not, Abraham, I am thy 
ſhield, and thy exceeding great reward; and he faith Lord Je- 
hovah. Again Jacob met this man at the brook Jabbok, who 
| was well known to Jacob, for he called the place Peniel; for, 
- faith he, I have ſeen God face to face. And as God the 
word, had taken upon him the form of man, when he ap- 
pres to the holy men of old, in the fulneſs of time he took 
his nature, was made fleſh, and dwelt among us; where 
through the whole courſe of his life below, he teſtified of his 
Godhead, both by his words and acts. 
le faith, Tand my Father are one: he that hath ſeen me 
hath ſeen the Father: as the Father knoweth me, even ſo 
know I the Father: which could not be true, if he was not 
equal with the Father. Every fin he corrected, that was ated 
in his preſence. When Thomas was ſo unbelieving, he cor- 
rected him for his unbelief: but he corrected him not, when 
he worſhiped him as Jehovah ; my Lord and my Jehovah— 
Surely if he was not Jehovah, he would have corre&ed Tho- 
mas for taking the glory from Jehovah, and giving it to ano- 
ther. He well knew what effect this example would have on 
the church in the ages to come : that if he was not Jehovah, 
his taking that homage, due alone to God, muſt not only be a 
fault, but would neceffarily lead the church in after ages, as 
well as the church that then was, into a great error, by wor- 
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ſhiping him as Jehovah when he was not ſo. Ps: © 
But again, God the word made fleſh, who thought it no 
robbery to be equal with God, is ſeen in the midit of the ſeven 
golden candlefticks, ſaying, I am the firſt and the laſt; I am 
he that liveth and was dead; and behold I am alive for ever- 
more. The fame words he ſpoke to Iſaiah of old; * 
SE a 7 . 6 — 


1 


the Lord the King of Iſrael, and his redeemer the Lord of 
Hoſt, I am the firſt and the laſt, and beſides me there is no 
But if it be objected, why doth he ſay my Father is greater 
than I, and his being ſent of the Father, and all that he is ſaid 
to receive from the Father as gifs from him ? I anſwer, it was 
clearly neceſſary that he ſhould take upon him the form of a 
ſervant, in order to work out man's redemption : as man had 
tranſgreſſed the righteous. laws of God, man muſt fulfill it; 


and as man had thereby incurreg the curſe of juſtice, man 


uſtMfatisfy it: and in this ſituation he muſt act as a depen- 
dient ereature: being found in faſhion as a man, he humbled 
himſelf even to death: and yet his Godhead often ſhone bright 
through the cloud of his manhood, ſo that a wayfaring man, 
_thovgha fool, need not err. | 5 
If we believe God the word made fleſh one with the Father, 
taking human nature to himſelf, working out man's redemp- 
tion, and in this humiliation acting often as a dependent crea- 
ture, with what harmony doth the word of God agree! But 
if on the contrary, we believe he is not equal with the Father, 
how disjointed in many parts | So that it would not deſerve 
that heathen appellation of a cunningly deviſed fable. Neither 
is it poſſible for any man, who doth not believe the ſon equal 
with the Father, to obey that plain command, that all men 
ſhould honour the Son even as they honour the Father. But 
it it be ſtill objected, I cannot comprehend how three ſhould be 
one, therefore I do not believe it. ( You will never ſee any other 
God in eternity, than the Godhead centered in the once cruci- 
+ Hed Jeſus.) Lanſwer, thus God hath been pleaſed to reveal him- 
- ſelf, and we are bound to believe him—Haſt thou been his 
counſellor ? Thou art bound to believe what he faith, or the 
condemnation layeth to thine own door. You fay you cannot 
believe what you cannot comprehend ? but you believe that Je- 
ſus Chriſt is the Son of God, begotten in eternity, ſomewhere 
at ſome time, you do not know where or how, therefore you 
do believe what you cannot comprehend ; and indeed it appears 
as abſurd to me as tranſubſtantiation, that God ſhould beget 
+a ſon in eternity What ſtupidity here] That he could create 
2 we know, becauſe he hath revealed it to us; but this 
on of God begotten and born in eternity, is a creature of ſome 
- fannatick's imagination, conſequently hath no being; ſo you 
believe and admire one, who, you ſuppoſe, ſprung from this 
non: exiſtent phantom —But ſurely a man of reaſon wou d not 
thus be deceived, but wow lay aſide all prejudice, and * 
| 2 3 Wat 
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rd : there we may learn, when Adam traſgreſſed, he fell 
into the nature of Satan, with his poſterity, for they. were 


in his loins; that then God found out a way for their eſcape ; 


| gave the — 55 that the feed of the woman thould bruiſe the 


— 


erpent's head. Now Eve well knew who this Saviour, thus 
promiſed, was to be: ſhe knew that God was to take on him 
man nature, to work out man's redemption; therefore when 


the brought forth her firſt begotten, ſhe expecting the ſaviour 


at that time, crys out I have gotten the man Jehovah. There 
is no ſuch word in the original, as from the Lord: but the. + 


rally thought him at firft to be the ſaviour; and knowing that 
the ia 


viour was to be God made fleſh, cried out, I have gotten 


the man Jehovah. 45 8 F . 
Mell, from the fall, God the Word, as hath been obſerved, 
was ſtiled the Son, in reference to his taking upom him human 


nature, to work out man's redemption. In the fulneſs of time, 
God the ſpirit ſurrounds and puriſies a virgin, ereates a matter 
which he cauſeth to co- operate with nature in the virgin's womb, 


that ſhe conceived, according to his promiſe, a virgin ſhall. 


<< conceive and bare a ſon“ God the word declared a body, 
haſt thou prepared me—and God the Father proclaimed, thou 
art my ſon, this day have I begotten thee. Now here is a 


clear foundation in reaſon to believe in a ſon : but what you 


ſhadow of reaſon in it. I doubt not nr fm as a- reaſonable 


«$$, -? 


he Propared a way to deſtroy all the works of the devil: and the 
reaſon why any man is not ſaved from all fin, is becauſe of his 


and enlighteneth wy one that cometh into the world, that 


wholoever will, may drink of the water of life freely, 3 af 
* | „ 


* IP * * 
ris 6 * N 
* 1 ; #4; it 
” * 
2? _ 
- P 1 4 A = . 4 oe ; 
. * - : Mos 
. . F , ; + : 5 FF, 3 F4.- _ 
? " 44 3 a4 Ted ** $5 PAS 14075 Oy * 2 7 * ch 2 
5 „ ! „ e 
— AE at; #7 £ . Pans 7 ES + *1 7+ 
F4 46 54h ECB 2": 4 * Penn Fa A bs 
x 1 Y N 8 * hh ts A S's 
; - ” OY _ 4 2 1 i „ $— oo EE ts 
" : : AS 4 „ 1 LR 15 * 1 5 1 
* 8 0 5 7 x * 5 = 3 2 LY vu" 5 att ZE» 4 x 1 
2 b 5 8 0 n 4 5 - 
2 I 4 „ rn e 
. 4 > 4 $ 1 WER : 2 7 A} 
; . g r I 77 3 Ku 
"4 9 * : 5 8 1 $33 'T: * $*-'Y 1 — 
- - * - 7 . 1 42 1 2 2% 
8 . : N # 7 : . 7% * a" 4 
s j 1 * 1 * 712 3. N 
ſtored into the liberty of the ſons of God, a liberty from all fim 
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a a recovery greater than the fall ; becauſe he that is made per- © 5 
fot, entire, lacking nothing, is nearer the throne, and ‚W§— 4 vr. 
united to him that ſits thereon, than Adam in paradiſe could - . 1 

| be, or the Angels in glory; ſeeing thoſe can only ſing his crea- 
|, - tingand preſerving love; but man, redeemed man, is the pur- 
chaſe of his blood, having united his nature to himſelf,” died in 
his ſtead, roſe again for his juſtification, gave his Angels 
charge to watch over and take care of his joint heirs, whoſe 
nature he took not on him, but made them ſervants, miniſter- 
„ to the heirs of ſalvation. Oh! bleſſed previledge! 
2 united to, and made one with his redeeming God, his elder 
ther. . . 6 | 
I have nothing to add, but ſimply to lay it before the Lord, 
and have this teſtimony that he is well * May you be 
ſimple and teachable, taking heed to the light in you, and you It” 
ill ſoon ſee your heart cleave more to the world than to God: 
the more you take heed, the more light will ſpring up, ſo that 
you will be enabled to fee by your unruly tempers, your cor- 1 
rupt nature; then you will begin to ſee the nature and neceſſity | 
of God's ſalvation, which at preſent you are blind to, and it 


Ll 


OE is your opinion that keeps you ſo, for the whole need not a 
phyſician. Be teachable as a child, deſire God to inſtruct you, 
1 and you will as clearly ſee the mind of God touching you, at 
you {ce the light at noon day; and that the God of grace may 


eſtabliſh you in the truth, is the ſincere deſire of your brother 
43 1 1 HENRY DEKAR, 


Taken 


Taken from L'Eſtrange's Tranſlation of Bona's 
Slice toEtemly, 
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we 5 Of the State of a PERFECT LIFE. r Bon? 


— l 


nA. XXEV; er 


I. LI E chat wants nothing, may be properly ſaid to be per- : 

fett; and what can that man want who is cleanſed WE | 
and purged from his ſins, beautified with all divine virtues, whoſe a 
heart is ſet upon God, and his ſoul united to him to eternity. 
This is the top of chriſtian perfection, and the laſt end of chriſ- 
tianityitſelf, to be united to him who is the end and author of 


our being. | | e P 
II. We may pronounce that man perfect, whom we ſee {jv 
unfhaken in danger, untainted with luſt, chearful in adverfity, | 
happy under reproach, quiet in a ſtorm, free, equal, conſtant, | 

reſolute, generous, empty of himſelf, and full of God; and 


ſo much above the things of this world, that the hopes and 
fears which are the anxiety of other people, is a cauſe of his re- 3 
joicing; becauſe he knoweth he who purchaſed him with his 1 N 
lood, ruleth ; his comforts are out of the reach of violence; | 
His very misfortunes he knoweth are for his good ; he fears nei- 
ther diſappointment nor accidents ; he values things by the na- 
ture of them, and not by received opinions ; he ſets the world 
at his feet; he ſtudies, contemplates, and deſpiſes it with an 
invincible tranquility of mind; his ſoul keeps her ſtation where 
ſhe had her original in God. _It is with the converſation of 
ſuch a man as with the beams of the ſun, which though they 
{ſtrike the earth, are nevertheleſs at the ſame time in the great 
luminary that ſends them: ſo is the ſoul of a perfect chriſtian 
in heaven, at the ſame time we enjoy his company here below. 
His mind is like the ſtate of the univerſe above the moon, ever 
ſerene. He knoweth neither defect or variation; all ages ſerve 
him. The fun itſelf, doth not look upon the world with more 
impartiality than he doth ; and without cumbering his thought 
about any thing, he takes up his reſt in the ſimplicity and uni- 
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xy of God himſelf. He neither ſeeks nor wiſhes for any thing 
Without God, for his whole happineſs centers in him: it is to 
God alone, that he dedicates his actions and hfe: he that is en 


tered into this ſtate, knows what it is to he a perfe& man. But 
It is not for man to attain this end, without the ſpecial aid and 
aſſiſtance of God; and therefore, there are but few that arrive 
at this perfection: for there are not many that entertain the 
grace when it 1s offered them; but however ſome there have 
MW in all a.” | „ „ 
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